PATIENT a male, aged 63. On inspection, the oropharynx was seen to be almost completely filled by a rounded tumour, smooth on its anterior surface, but rugged on the posterior. It appeared to grow from the lower part of the left tonsil and base of the tongue. At first sight it looked inoperable, but on careful palpation under an anesthetic its continuation into the outer wall of the pharynx seemed rather of the nature of a burrowing than of an infiltration. This was confirmed by Mr. Percival Cole. After incision of the mucous membrane we were able to shell out the growth from its surroundings, and to remove it by morcellement with apparent completeness. Mr. Cole stitebed a tube of radium into the opening left in the side wall. The patient now swallows and breathes quite easily, though before the operation swallowing was almost impossible and breathing difficult.
"Sections show an alveolar arrangement of closely apposed polyhedral or spheroidal cells closely applied to the outer surface of capillaries. The latter contained well-formed red cells in many instances, and the endothelial cells lining them are often prominent and hyperplastic. The nuclei of the cells are large, and stain well. There is very little intercellular connective tissue, the supporting tissue being largely composed of small vessels or capillaries. There are areas of haemorrhage amongst the cells. In general, the sections suggest a perithelioma derived from the blood-vessels. Alternatively, it bears considerable resemblance to a carotid body tumour, of which it might conceivably be an extension. These are often regarded as peritheliomas. Finally, it is conceivable that it might be a secondary nodule from a spheroidal-celled growth, possibly arising in the thyroid."
Discussion.-Mr. E. D. D. DAVIS asked whether the tumour was encapsuled. The appearance suggested a mixed tumour; such growths did occur in that situation.
Sir JAMES DUNDAS-GRANT replied that the tumour was fixed and not encapsuled at its site of origin. There was some resemblance to a carotid body tumour, but further comparison showed that it was not identical with the latter.
Anti-Mouth-breathing .Mask.
THIS is a device for keeping the mouth closed after operations for producing an adequate airway.
A wax impression is taken of the lower half of the patient's face. From this a cast is made. From the cast a thin metal mask is modelled. This fits accurately the lower half of patient's face from the lower margin of the anterior nares to below the chin. Suitable holes are drilled in the metal. These enable a lint lining to be tacked on and two thin elastic bands attached. The mask is held in position by these elastic bands, which are fixed to a head band of stout webbing by means of " hooks and eyes." The mask has been used by exhibitor for the past six years and found very efficient. The exhibitor desires to thank Mr. C. H. Housden, L.D.S., for his help in making the mask.
